
ADIOS  
MUD-CHACHOS!

Year 17! – LIVE! Memory to go!

HAVE  
A SAFE  

JOURNEY  
HOME.

OFFICIAL  FESTIVAL-NEWSPAPER

WACKEN    MMXXIII

SEE YOU AT W:O:A 2024 !





| 3W:O:A 2023 STAY STRONG METALHEADS!

IMPRINT

FESTIVAL TODAY  
is a special of the Schleswig-Holstei-
nischer Zeitungsverlag GmbH & Co. 
KG, Fördestraße 20,  
24944 Flensburg

EXECUTIVE BOARD:  
Paul Wehberg, Stefan Berthold, 
Jens Wegmann

COVER PHOTO: ICS

ADS:  
ICS Festival Service GmbH,  
Schenefelder Str. 17, 25596 Wacken

EDITOR: Andrea Leim

TEAM: Christof Leim,  
Timon Menge, Susanne Müller, 
Victoria Schaffrath

LAYOUT: Oliver Cole

PRINT:  Druckzentrum  
Schleswig-Holstein, Fehmarnstr. 1, 
24782 Büdelsdorf 

WACKEN ONLINE 
Do you want to watch the legendary 
Doro anniversary show on a continu-
ous loop? You missed asking your cute 
(albeit muddy) tent neighbour for 
her number? Online, you can rewatch 
W:O:A 2023 on various channels and 
network with other metalheads.
To socialise and look back, follow 
Wacken on Facebook, Instagram, 
Twitter/X, and TikTok. Here you’ll find 
heaps of content with and about you, 
about the Holy Ground and the bands 
and artists that graced it this year.
Free recordings of many shows at 
Wacken Open Air 2023 are available 
on Spotify, YouTube, and especially on 
MagentaTV and MagentaMusik.
Find our various channels via our 
website or the 
adjacent QR 
code.
On Instagram, 
our handle is @
wackenopenair.
official

NÖ SLEEP ‘TIL ENGLISH
Are our keyboards as ex-
hausted as our rain boots? 
Maybe. But damn, creating 
Festival Today 2023 and 
its English counterpart 
has been a blast. With our 
adrenaline pumping along to 
Doro, Maiden, and Mega-
deth, we’ve turbo-translated 
interviews with next year’s 
headliners Scorpions and 
Blind Guardian, insights into 
the “Lemmy Forever” festiv-
ities, and  a deep-dive into 
the Wasteland Warriors. We 
hope you enjoyed both our 
German and English versions 
of Festival Today. See you in 
Wacken! Translator: Victoria 
Schaffrath

W:O:A GOES N:F:T
Some take a T-shirt home with them, others get a Bullhead 
blasted onto their skin as soon as they get home. But if you want 
to carry Wacken with you digitally or even mail it, as of this year 
you can buy Germany‘s first NFT stamp, which W:O:A has creat-
ed in cooperation with NordBrief. The Wacken collector‘s wallet 
consists of a physical stamp as well as a digital NFT stamp. This 
blockchain-based digital twin contains exclusive content from 
past Wacken years. Metal! And not just because the stamp is 
limited to 50,000 pieces, but also because your purchase sup-
ports charity projects like the Wacken Foundation.  
INFO: wacken.nordbrief.sh  // vs

Daniel Günther 2019 
auf dem Holy Ground.
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Dear Metalheads,

WE. 
SAY.
THANX!

the 32nd edition of Wacken Open Air is coming to a close, and it was a 
festival like we’ve never seen before. The continuous rain caused in-
surmountable difficulties, especially during the busy arrival days. This 
meant that thousands of loyal fans, members of our huge, worldwide 
Heavy Metal family, could no longer enter the festival grounds.
Please believe us, it was the hardest decision we ever had to make 
together with all the authorities and trades in the history of the W:O:A. 
We are aware of how much we owe to those who stayed home or turned 
around. You are the true heroes of this year’s festival and made it pos-
sible for all Wacken visitors who had already made it onto the Acker to 
party on the Holy Ground.
For that, we want to say thank you! Thanks to all the people who made it 
possible, to the many helpers, the fantastic crews, the people who moved 
closer together on the camping sites, and to the many supporters who 
sent us words of encouragement and showed us what solidarity means. 
You have proven to us once again that Metal is so much more than fun. 
Metal is compassion, Metal is community, support, and heart.
We hope to see you ALL again on the Holy Ground in 2024.
Rain or shine!
Thomas Jensen & Holger Hübner
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PHOTOS: SARA KONRADI
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The fact that W:O:A 2023 was able 
to turn into a Metal party de-
spite its rocky start is undoubt-

edly owed to the people who make the 
festival so special every year – the commu-
nity, the fans. And that’s exactly what the 
participants of Pep Bonet’s masterclass 
were tasked with capturing this year.

For a long time, Pep was Motörhead’s res-
ident photographer, and he frequently 
showcased W:O:A with his unique style as 
well. This year – for the second time – he 
offered a photography masterclass on the 
grounds to teach young talent his skills. 
“My own pictures from my first year at 
the festival were really powerful because 
I approached things with a certain inno-
cence,” the Spaniard recalls. Now, he sets 
out to find a “fresh pair of eyes to document 
Wacken the way I used to see it” every year.

Six participants, four women and two 
men, roamed the festival for five days to 
document it from their point of view. The 
solidarity between the Metalheads, the 
support, the loyalty, and, of course, some 
communal beer drinking. Heartfelt mo-
ments in the mud. Laughing, crying, un-
bridled joy, intimate moments, and public 
posing in front of the masses – that’s W:O:A 
for you, baby. So far, Pep’s protégés from all 
over Europe have had little to do with such 
shenanigans; instead, their artistic focus 
has been on cities, fashion, art, and land-
scapes.

“Community” as a theme was a team deci-
sion - and it’s spot on. While Pep’s scholars 
grew into their own little community 

Photografer Pep Bonet and  
his masterclass turn the 
spotlight on the incredible 
Wacken community. 

Community is a 
group effort

SARA 
KONRADI
Sara Konradi was born 
in Tehran, studied 
photojournalism 
in New York, has a 
degree in psychol-
ogy, and works as a 
freelance photogra-
pher. Her latest 
project “Women in 
Nightlife” was shot 
in New York, Colombia, and Germany. 
For her, the community aspect was the 
biggest surprise at the Metal festival – 
and the mud made for some excellent 
photos.

Pep and the six participants.  
PHOTO: SUSANNE MÜLLER
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as the days went by, they learned 
to see the team spirit in Wacken’s one-of-
a-kind fans. “The festivalgoers may come 
from different parts of the world, speak 
various languages, look differently, but 
they all share their passion for Heavy Met-
al,” Pep explains this year’s assignment. A 
passion he has been able to convey to his 
students, whom the star photographer 

wants to continuously “lure out of their 
comfort zone”. “They should deliver unex-
pected images, not the predictable ones of 
conventional Rock photography.” Some-
times this leads to “great pictures”, says 
Pep. Some of them can be seen here and 
show the true star of this year’s W:O:A: the 
community.  

PHOTO: HAYLS

PHOTO: IRINA OKONESHNIKOVAPHOTO: STEVE BRAUN

PHOTO: SARA KONRADI
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Get under way – and off 

the Acker
W ithout them, Wacken would 

be lost. Because Heiko Mar-
tens and his team from the 

tow truck rental company make sure that 
the people of W:O:A can find their way 
home. Martens and his large team are 
working 24/7 to secure the roads and make 
the exits accessible. On the campgrounds 
alone, circa 60 farmers are currently 
working for the Metalheads. How much 
longer? “Until the last visitor is off the Holy 
Ground,” Martens guarantees.

To help everything run as smoothly and 
effortlessly as possible, the pros have some 
important tips for you.

PREPARATION IS KEY
Be ready when the trucks are! Attach your 
tow lug properly, finish packing, get your 
cars ready to go. Does your engine start? 
Please check! Clear your car of as much 
mud and dirt as possible. And above all: 
stay with your vehicles!

EXIT IN SIGHT
The exits of the car parks will be prepared 
as well as possible for your departure. If 
you make it there on your own, please 
watch out for the tractors, don’t block any 
paths, and drive carefully. And if someone 
does get stuck: Please help each other us-
ing your (wo)manpower!

LISTEN TO THE PROS
GPSs off! The professionals are the ones 
providing directions. So please don’t just 
listen to them, but follow their instruc-
tions, follow the route and the direction in 
which they guide you. Please don’t argue - 
it takes up valuable time!

POP YOUR HOOD
If you already know that your vehicle is 
damaged or has a problem that affects 
your ability to drive (brakes, en-
gine, clutch, wheels, etc.): 
Please pop your 
hood to 

signal damage and call ADAC or your in-
surance company! The tractors will take 
care of fully operational vehicles first so 
that no broken cars block the exits. A pro-
fessional towing service is available for 
damaged cars.

SIGN OFF TO DRIVE OFF
Those who need to be towed must sign a 
damage waiver beforehand because the 
towers are not liable for any damage to the 
vehicle. Some of the cars have been ma-
noeuvred so deep into the mud that dam-
age could occur when they are towed out. 
So please consider this when you decide 
whether you require the free assistance of 
the tow trucks.

SAFETY FIRST
Do not run or drive into the path of the trac-
tors, do not impede the work of the drivers, 
and please do not put yourself in danger! 
And above all: Please drive carefully.  
 //Susanne Müller

IMPORTANT!
Please continuously check our website and social 
media for news regarding your departure. 

Heiko Martens on one of the 
trucks that tow cars from the 
festival grounds.  
PHOTO: SUSANNE MÜLLER

Around 60 tow trucks are working around the clock to get you home.
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I t was the hardest decision the 
Wacken Open Air organisers have 
had to make in the festival’s history. 

“We are infinitely sorry for all the fans who 
had to stay at home,” Holger Hübner and 
Thomas Jensen said on Wednesday, an-

nouncing the final entry ban. Thousands 
couldn’t make it to W:O:A or stayed home. 
It is thanks to them that the Acker in Schle-
swig Holstein saw a party at all. We talked 
to three of the heroes and heroines.

KID’S MUSIC INSTEAD  
OF HEAV Y METAL
Danica learned about the travel stop while 
still at home in Essen and therefore didn’t 
even leave: “My planned and earliest pos-
sible festival day was Thursday and by 
then it was already clear that there was a 
complete stop on admission,” she says. “I 
was very disappointed! Considering that 
W:O:A 2022 was such a great experience 
for me, which I still think back on fondly 
and which always gives me new energy in 
my everyday life, I was looking forward to 
another little mommy time-out and new 

memories!” Nevertheless, the mother of 
four understands the organisers’ decision, 
as she says: “Despite the disappointment, 
the festival organisers’ made the right 
call.” In the last few days, she has been 
following the W:O:A livestream closely – 
for example, while baking muffins for her 
son’s birthday. If everything happened as 
planned, she would have been in Wacken 
during her son’s birthday. “The decision 
to go to Wacken and not be with him on his 
birthday was incredibly difficult for me. We 
wanted to celebrate afterwards, of course.” 
Now, these concerns are a thing of the past. 
“Now I can celebrate with my son while 
watching the livestream with him. You 
have to make the best of it.” She’s already 
planning for W:O:A 2024: “I’m already 
looking forward to the presale and hope I’ll 
be quick enough on Sunday!”

Danica in her kitchen in Essen. 
For her son’s birthday, she made 

Metal muffins while listening to the 
Magenta live stream. PHOTOS: PERSONAL

Due to the persistent heavy rain thousands couldn‘t make it to the festival.  
Their staying at home made it possible to have a party on the Holy Ground after all.

The stay at home  
heroes of W:O:A 2023

Daniel (left) and 
Jonas spent time in 
Hamburg instead of 

Wacken.
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HEAD OFF INSTEAD  
OF HEAD BANGING
Daniel and his mates started their journey 
south of Frankfurt on Tuesday morning. 
After the arrival stop, they were stranded 
at a brewery in Schillsdorf, about 60 kilo-
metres away from Wacken, where – thank-
fully – they were allowed to park their 
vans for a while. “We weren’t too hopeful 
when we started driving. But when they 
announced that they weren’t letting an-
yone in, of course, we were disappointed. 
Although: Looking at images from the fes-
tival grounds, it may have been better this 
way,” Daniel says. The Metalheads turned 
their cars around and spontaneously de-
cided to spend the day in Hamburg. There, 
they met some other Metalheads and visit-
ed the “Hamburg Dungeon”, which you can 
see in the picture with the guillotine here. 
Back home, the Wacken stream was on hot 
rotation. “We’ll definitely be back in 2024,” 

Daniel clarifies. “And if the prices go up be-
cause of this year, so be it.”

BIKING INSTEAD  
OF HEADBANGING
Robert had travelled from Munich with 
his son Julius (12) – in a camper van. When 
they arrived on Tuesday morning, it was 
obvious that there would be no passage. 
“At that very moment, we received notifi-

cation of the travel stop. We were given in-
formation about the condition of the camp-
grounds and then decided to turn back,” 
he says. “I don’t want to be in the shoes of 
the organisers, the organising team, and 
the authorities. From my point of view, the 
decision to call a complete halt to arrivals 
was the right one. I thought they would 
have to cancel the festival in its entirety. So 
in the end, this was a good and wise com-
promise,” Robert thinks. Nevertheless, he 
and his son were very disappointed. “Ju-
lius and I had been looking forward to it 
all year, so the moment of decision and the 
way back was really hard.” Spontaneously, 
the two decided to go biking in South Tyrol 
together with Mum – while checking the 
livestream during stops. “My alarm clock 
for Sunday evening has already been set. I 
really hope to get tickets for next year. We 
definitely want to be there again!”

While Robert and Julius 
are sad about missing out 
on Wacken, they’re looking 
forward to W:O:A ’24. 

P O W E R E D  B Y

BBFH-AKTIONSTAG:
SAMSTAG, 26.08.2023
VON 10–16 UHR IM UKE,
OST 38, EG, BLUTSPENDEDIENST
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Rockin’ Wacken in 2024: Rudolf 
Schenker, Mikkey Dee, and Klaus 
Meine (left to right).   
PHOTO: IMAGO/VACLAV SALEK

K laus, you and the band play the planet’s 
biggest festivals. Which meaning does 
Wacken Open Air hold in your world?

For us, Wacken Open Air is right there at 
the top. Not just for us, but Metalheads 
across the globe know that Wacken is the 
irrefutable number one. There are many 
awesome festivals, but Wacken certainly 
has a special position and is the most be-
loved one. So we’re very happy to play next 
year.

Wacken Open Air is regarded as the epicentre of Metal. 
Between us: Will you be playing “Wind Of Change“?
I don’t know that yet. I remember us doing 
a survey before our W:O:A show in 2012 and 
asking our fans which songs they want us 

to play and which ones we should omit. We 
ended up not including “Wind Of Change“ 
and that was perfectly fine, honestly. But 
the wind has indeed changed and we’re 
living in different times. I can definitely see 
85.000 Metalheads singing along to this 
anthem of peace.

What can you tell us about your set and the show in 
2024? What can Wacken fans look forward to?
This is the first time we’re heading to 
Wacken with our new drummer Mikkey 

Dee. He’s been with us since 2016, plays 
with us live, and he’s a great drummer. 
We’ll give it our all and play a powerful set, 
with or without ballads. After the some-
what arduous journey of this year, our goal 
is to reward people with a really wicked 
show and a good dose of Hard & Heavy.

What’s special to you about a show at a festival?
The atmosphere, the vibes. A festival like 
this is carried by the team spirit of the Met-
al community and that’s not just present 

“The Wacken stage still  
gives us butterflies!“

“A festival like this is carried by the team spirit of the  
Metal community and that’s not just present with the fans, 

you can feel that with the bands, as well. “
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with the fans, you can feel that with the 
bands, as well.

What has stuck with you the most from your Wacken 
shows in 2006 and 2012?
Similarly to this year, it was raining cats 
and dogs and Wacken was drowning, 
basically. On one hand, fans of the festi-
val love that, but when there’s too much 
mud, things can go south really fast. 
Back then, we got lucky, but we were still 
happy we brought our rain boots.

As young rock’n’roll fans, did you visit festivals 
yourselves, camping gear and all in tow?
Sure, at the beginning of our career, 
there was a massive festival in Germer-

sheim. We went with our truck and our 
entire PA in case one of the bands on the 
lineup couldn’t make it. I think that was 
in 1973. We didn’t even get backstage! 
But we still witnessed an awesome fes-
tival with many great bands.

Today, you’re playing huge shows. Do you still get the 
jitters before going on stage on the Holy Ground, or 
is it business as usual for you?
No, it never is, least of all with a show 
the size of Wacken Open Air. Even after 
all these years, that still gives us butter-
flies. But that’s healthy and once we get 
on stage, all that tension dissipates.  
  
 //Timon Menge

by Victoria Schaffrath

A MAGICAL WORLD OF 
BETWIXT POWER AND 
MAGIC
We love them, the epic conflicts and 
mystical narratives that make up Metal. 
Amidst thunder and double bass, 
symbols and coded messages provide 
us with insights into the nature of man 
and the universe. But what prevails? 
Darkness or light, fury or power, Sym-
phonic or Thrash? These are precisely 
the questions that a powerful witch and 
a gifted sorcerer battle out in the world 
of Wacken 2024. In the end, magic wins 
- and so does Metal in its full diversity. 
In a spectacular show on Sunday night, 
the W:O:A team presented the occult 
concept for the upcoming year.

33 – THE NEW NUMBER 
OF THE BEAST?
Numbers play a big role in mysticism: 
From individual numbers like 666, the 
well-known number of the devil, to ar-
eas such as numerology or arithmancy, 
a subject taught at Hogwarts. But there 

are several reasons why the 
number 33 appears so prom-
inently in the imagery for 
2024. For one thing, Wacken 
is celebrating its 33rd anni-
versary, the festival is, so to 
speak, in its prime between 
youthful recklessness and 
sage life experience. For 
this reason, an astonishing 
33 bands were announced 
on Saturday, including 
headliners Scorpions (see 
left) and Blind Guardian. 
As a magic number, 33 
resembles the angel num-
ber 333, which is said to 

positively influence luck, creativity, and 
expansion.

DATES, TICKETS, PRE-
SALES
So it has been decided: We will meet 
again on the Holy Ground between 31 
July and 3 August 2024. The pre-sale 
for the much sought-after tickets starts 
today, Sunday, 6 August 2023 at 20:00 
CEST. See you in Wacken - Rain or 
Shine!

It’s a done deal: Scorpions will rock W:O:A like a hurricane for the third 
time in 2024. Their last visit to the Holy Ground was a whopping eleven 
years ago. We managed to nab a second with singer Klaus Meine to 
talk about his experiences on the Acker, his early festival memories, 
and the upcoming headlining show in 2024.

W:O:A 2024
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Point of honour: Mikkey Dee and Phil  
Campbell deliver Lemmy‘s urn in person.  
PHOTOS: SUSANNE MÜLLER

by Susanne Müller

I an “Lemmy“ Kilmister has 
found one of his final rest-
ing places – in Wacken. Since 

Wednesday, the Motörhead fronter 
has moved into the pub Landgast-

hof, creating a place of pilgrimage for 
fans and a shrine dedicated to the man 

who has done so much for W:O:A and who 
regarded Wacken as his home away from 

home.

Fans were the first to enter the hal-
lowed halls. Well, some of them: The 
smokers. The whisky lovers. The smell 

just wasn’t quite right yet in this dressing room 
which was supposed to emulate an authentic ref-
uge for the deceased Rock legend – and as such, 
had to smell like one, too. The slot machine and 
bottle of Jack Daniels set the mood while books, 
overflowing ashtrays, and Kinder surprise eggs 
(Lemmy’s guilty pleasure) crowded the table. 
“It’s spot on,” smirks Mikkey Dee, Motörhead’s 
final drummer. “Just as chaotic as I remember 
Lemmy’s real dressing room.”

The heart of the exhibition, however, is a smaller 
room, secured by a glass panel. In it: an urn that 
carries a portion of Lemmy’s ashes. It’s modelled 
after the cowboy hat he so loved to wear. Other 
memorabilia in the shrine include his leather 

Der Lem-Gasthof
Smack in the middle of Wacken, on its main road, there now is a place where Lemmy fans from all over 
the world can meet to celebrate their idol together. The Landgasthof has become the Lem-Gasthof - 
complete with Lemmy’s Bar and dressing room, where part of his ashes have found a final resting place.

1
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Hallowed halls: Exhibits like his bass and boots 
memorialise the Rock legend.

Thumbs up: Mikkey Dee and Wacken organiser Thomas Jensen approve.

AND WHAT DO THE FANS THINK?
1. Motörhead tribute band Motörizer (above) couldn‘t 
pass up a meeting with Mikkey Dee and Phil Campbell, 
and also performed at the pub later that evening.

2. For Motörhead fan Sascha (left), attending the cer-
emony was a matter of absolute import. „I came here 
specially for this and I‘m actually on the verge of tears 
right now. I finally have my picture with Mikkey Dee. I‘ll 
hang it above my bed.“ Fan Harris (right) even knew 
Lemmy personally, used to work in Motörhead‘s crew, 
and one time found himself with Lemmy‘s credit card in 
hand to get the Rock legend cash for a slot machine. „I 
still can‘t believe he‘s gone,“ he says.

3. Dirk (right) is just „totally blown away“. For him 
and his friends, Motörhead is everything. Since they 
didn’t know beforehand, Mikkey and Phil entering the 
Landgasthof was a “true pinch-me moment“. Dirk even 
attended one of Lemmy’s last shows – the unforgettable 
frontman died two months later.

boots, hat, and jacket as well as his Rickenbacker 
bass and Marshall amp. Since Wednesday, fans 
can visit Lemmy’s Dressing Room.

Wacken boss Thomas Jensen and Lemmy’s band-
mates Mikkey Dee and guitarist Phil Campbell 
handed over the urn to the Landgasthof after tak-
ing part in a parade in his honour. The “Lemmy 

2 3
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Forever”-themed parade 
included three trucks – one 
with a DJ team from Hamburg, 
one loaded with the Wacken 
Firefighters, and one carrying 
Motörhead fans – and made its 
way through the village before 
passing the campgrounds and 
the Louder stage. After that, the 
urn travelled to the Landgast-
hof. Meanwhile, Mikkey and 
Phil, driving in an old school VW 
Iltis, led the way for Heavy Metal 
marching band Blaas of Glory, 
churning out Motörhead tunes 
one after another. Mikkey even 
filmed them: “That was great. 
A wonderful event with so 
many people. I’m happy it 
didn’t rain too much,” the 
drummer comments after 
the celebrations. And on a 
more sombre note, he adds: 
“It was really moving.”

High level: Mikkey Dee has 
secured the best seat for 
the parade. 

Lemmy Forever: The parade moves through 
the village. PHOTOS: SUSANNE MÜLLER
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Dies ist ein Typoblindtext. 
An ihm kann man sehen, ob 
alle Buchstaben da sind und 
wie sie aussehen. 

OPENING HOURS LANDGASTHOF WACKEN
Monday & Tuesday: rest days
Wednesday: 11:30–14:00 + 17:00–22:00
Thursday: 11:30–14:00 + 17:00–22:00
Friday: 11:30–14:00 + 17:00–23:00

Saturday: 17:00–23:00
Sunday:  17:00–22:00 

www. landgasthof-wacken.de

 
 
 

More memorabilia: 
Lemmy‘s Marshall amplifier, 

a statue, his slot machine, jacket 
and hat, and a classic messy table in 

Lemmy‘s dressing room.



THANX



A massive, loud “Thank you!” goes out 
to everyone who made this particu-
lar Wacken Open Air 2023 possible. 

First and foremost, we would like to thank 
those who could not be here to celebrate 
with us. Thanks to you, your understand-
ing and thoughtfulness, those who were 
already on site were able to enjoy and cele-
brate the festival. Thanks also to our excel-
lent crews, our infrastructure profession-
als, the farmers who pulled vehicles onto 
the sites around the clock. Thanks to the 
state of Schleswig-Holstein, the district of 

Steinburg, the village of Wacken, the sur-
rounding communities, the operators of 
the diversion areas, and the exceptional 
people who live in the region and imme-
diately offered their help: Overnight ac-
commodation, parking spaces, shower fa-
cilities – all so that our visitors are not left 
out in the cold or in the rain. Thank you 
to the many people, colleagues, and other 
festivals who showed their solidarity with 
us and offered us so much support. Thank 
you to all of our staff, the crews on and off 
the stage, all the bands, performers, and 

their technicians, all the security guards, 
service providers and Metal Guards, all 
the traders and caterers, our cooperating 
partners, and sponsors. We would also like 
to thank the police, emergency services, 
fire brigade, customs, and the Schenefeld 
authorities for security and supplies. But 
the biggest thank you always goes out to 
our extraordinary Wacken community. 
See you in 2024!

Holger Hübner & Thomas Jensen 
organisers Wacken Open Air

THANX
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By Christof Leim &   
Victoria Schaffrath

You’ve played W:O:A six times, head-
lined a couple of those years. Do you 
remember your first show in 1992, 
when Wacken was only three years 
old?
 I remember it quite well, 
actually; I just don’t know 
how much of that is owed to 

my misty eyes (laughs). Back 
then, it was just a small festi-

val in the Kuhle. They had may-
be 2,000 people in there. It still was 

kind of a backyard thing, and nobody 
could have guessed that the festival 
would become this big of a deal.

Catering was a piece of really good 
country-style bread and some goulash 

soup as well as a case of beer and some 
water, I think. That’s what I liked about 
the festival immediately – it was just 
really personal and had this Northern 
German charm. The vibe was small-
er, but not any different than it is now. 
Everybody had a blast.

Welcome back! Blind  
Guardian are true Wacken 
veterans and will headline 
W:O:A 2024. In this exclusive 

interview, Hansi remem-
bers past shows, reveals 

why their gig in 2024 
will be even better, and 
what Wacken feels like 
for him as an audience 
member.

“The show will be brilliant!“
Hansi Kürsch and Blind 
Guardian will be back to 
headline W:O:A 2024. 
PHOTO: IMAGO
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Had you even heard about Wacken?
No, I hadn’t heard about Wacken. In July 
1992, we released “Somewhere Far Be-
yond”, and were supposed to go on tour in 
September. Then we got the call: “Do you 
want to play a festival before you go?” We 
didn’t have a lot of live experience. For us, 
every show counted, and that’s how we 
ended up in Wacken.

Are you caught up on “Legend Of Wacken”?
I am, indeed! I knew we had a song on 
the soundtrack and there were some 
talks about that. We were touring and 
all of a sudden Magnus started ranting 
and raving: “Has anybody watched that 
Wacken thing yet? They included us! We 
look like idiots!” (laughs) I then watched 
the show and was very entertained. It is a 
little slapsticky, but it’s done with love. It 
is a homage to the story, but it’s told in an 
entertaining way. And at the end, you can 
see a version of Blind Guardian. I thought 
it was hilarious.

Fast forward to 2024: You will headline once more. 
What else is on the agenda that year?
We will be touring for “God Machine”, 
currently there are shows planned for 
Australia, America, and England. From 
June on, we’re visiting all the European 
festivals before we headline Wacken as 
our personal and professional highlight.

 

What significance does W:O:A hold for a Metal band 
nowadays and for Blind Guardian in particular?
Wacken is the Mecca of Metal. You’re 
playing for the entirety of the Metal com-
munity here and that’s not a moment you 
can afford to screw up. We really want 
to create the best Blind Guardian show 
possible for this festival. We always do – 
whether we’re playing in front of 500 or 
85,000 people. But when 85,000 people 
sing along to a song like “Valhalla”, that’s 

a kick that nourishes your soul for the 
next four years (laughs).

Do you already have a plan in place for your Wacken 
show in 2024?
The scale in Wacken is different. We want 
to fill that with our presence, but on the 
other hand, we visually want to do our 
music justice. At our last show, that was a 
trick from our pyrotechnics department. 
I reckon this time we’ll work with image-
ry and lights. We’re going to pour a lot of 
creative juices into this performance, but 
the music will stay front and centre. The 
show will be brilliant, what can I say!

Do you visit festivals in your off time?
I like club gigs, they’re just more inti-
mate. This year, however, I am hitting 
a few festivals, like Wacken this week. 
Doro celebrated her 40th anniversary on 
stage, I couldn’t miss that. I’ve been to 
Wacken to do some promo with André a 
few times and we certainly savoured par-
tying through the backstage areas and 
catching the odd show.

Can you still hang out in the crowd to do that?
People do recognise you, they say hi – one 
or two might want an autograph, but it 
doesn’t get overwhelming. People have 
other things to worry about than who 
is standing next to them. I remember in 
2011, I took my then-11-year-old son and 
watched the Ozzy Osbourne show with 
him. No problem there.

When you think about it, was one Wacken show parti-
cularly special?
In 2002, I was still really nervous, and 
the audience really carried us through. 
It was the first time I ever saw that many 
people in front of a stage. The support and 
the crowd were both really impressive.

And in 2016, we had an almost perfect 
show.

W:O:A 1992
Just three years after its inception, 
W:O:A was able to book Saxon 
and Blind Guardian. Owing in part 
to commitments from artists like 
Kürsch and others, the festival has 
become what it is today.

“The show will be brilliant!“
“Wacken is the  
Mecca of Metal. 

You’re playing for the 
entirety of the Metal 
community here and 
that’s not a moment 

you can afford to 
screw up.“

HANSI KÜRSCH
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by Andrea Leim

Düsseldorf isn’t the first place 
that comes to mind when peo-
ple think about the origins 

of German Metal. But it’s exactly where, 
sometime in 1983 or 1984, a chance meet-
ing took place that would forever change 
the Genre and even Wacken Open Air. “My 
drummer at the time was going to uni with 
me in Aachen, but was originally from 
Düsseldorf,” Sabina Classen of Holy Moses 
fame remembers. “Every now and again, 
we’d head over there to use his other band 
Snake’s rehearsal space. One time when 
we were over, I heard another band next 
door. I said: ‘Wait, that’s another woman 
singing!’ Which was quite unusual back 
then. So we knocked on the door, and there 
she was: Doro with her band Warlock,” 
Classen describes the fateful moment.

After that, the two women crossed paths 
regularly, got to know each other, and be-
came fast friends. “As women in Metal we 
had to stick together. Her pursuing her 
genre of Metal, and I Thrash. We were nev-
er competitors: She was the Metal Queen, 
and I was the Thrash Metal Queen,” Clas-
sen chuckles. They were also the absolute 
exception because back then, female art-
ists were few and far between.

For that reason, it was instrumental to 
know someone who pursued music with 
the same intensity and passion, says Doro: 
“It felt great to have a soulmate. With Sa-
bina, I knew immediately: She was very 
serious about this and was gonna keep at 
it for a long time. She always created mu-
sic with fervour, with her entire heart and 
soul. And she was the only woman within 
her genre – a true anomaly who always 
gave it her all.”

And giving it her all is exactly what Clas-
sen did for W:O:A in 1993. It was she who 
told Doro about a new festival that was all 
about Metal but didn’t pay that well yet. 
Pesch accepted her first headlining slot in 
1993 regardless – precisely because she’d 
been asked by her friend Sabina.

Backstage at the Wacken Open 
Air 2023, Doro and Sabina met 
again, as they often do.  
PHOTO: SABINA CLASSEN

By sheer chance, Doro Pesch and Sabina Classen met at  
neighbouring rehearsal rooms 40 years ago. Since then, the two 

women have forged a friendship as durable as Heavy Metal.

An instrumental friendship
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But Doro remembers another legendary 
Wacken incident very clearly. “Sabina had 
asked me to do ‘Too Drunk To Fuck’ to-
gether during her show in Wacken, and, 
of course, I said I’d join her onstage. On my 
way to the festival, however, I got stuck in 
traffic and on top of that was pulled over by 
local police. I don’t drink or do drugs, but 
for some reason, it 
was us they want-
ed to shake down. 
And they took their 
sweet time search-
ing our entire car, it 
took forever. I said: 
‘I have a show to 
play, we need to get 
going!’ They didn’t 
care at all. Once we 
were allowed to gather our belongings, we 
set out for Wacken at the speed of light. I 
had to cover the last few miles by foot, but 
by some miracle, I made it on time,” Doro 
recalls. “Just as the band played the first 
chords, I jumped onto the stage and we did 
the song together.”

The two women even shared a tour bus 
– and a lot of the stuff they were carrying 
on it. At some point, they were on a bus 
with three bands and were having a blast. 

“They guys loved Sabina as well. We drove 
the bus to England and got to spend a lot of 
time together, which doesn’t always hap-
pen on tour.”

Sabina, too, remembers this time fondly: 
“We compared notes, played shows to-
gether, and shared a night liner. I vividly 

remember us go-
ing to Bloodstock 
and Doro and me 
sharing the lounge 
in the back of the 
bus. Once we had 
unpacked our bags, 
there were black 
clothes in the same 
size everywhere. 
They guys were 

like: ‘We thought only Doro was this much 
of a slob!” Well, they thought wrong,” Sabi-
na Classen smirks.

Whenever people share this much history, 
they carry it into the present and future. 
It’s no surprise, then, that Sabina Classen 
joined Doro for her anniversary show on 
Wednesday, marking her own 30th visit 
to W:O:A. And who knows, maybe we’ll see 
Pesch at Holy Moses and Sabina Classen’s 
final show on 27 December in Hamburg?

An instrumental friendship

“We drove the bus to  
England and got to spend  

a lot of time together, which 
doesn’t always happen  

on tour.”
SABINA CLASSEN

Doro celebrated 
her fortieth stage 
anniversary on 
the Faster Stage 
on Wednesday 
evening.  
PHOTOS: ICS

Sabina visited the festival for the thirtieth time this year. On Wednesday evening she gave her 
last concert on the Acker - on 27 December she goes into rock‘n‘roll retirement. 
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by Timon Menge

I t all started with a movie night,” 
founder Joe Neuvième reminisces. 
“A buddy and I were watching ‘Wa-

terworld.’ Deacon, the villain played by 
Dennis Hopper, is wearing this awesome 
jacket, which we needed to have. We tried 
buying one – to no avail.”

So Joe and his friend got to work and sim-
ply came up with their own version. More 
jackets followed. Friends of theirs, avid 
live-action role players, saw the designers’ 
potential and took them to a convention in 
Cologne. And as fate would have it, there, 
they were spotted by the Wacken team. 
Asked whether they’d like to bring their cos-
tumes to life at W:O:A, Joe recalls answer-
ing: “Weird question. Of course, we do!”

After that, the project gained traction: 
What started as some costumes soon mor-
phed to an entire landscape filled with 
props and cars. The Wasteland Warriors 
were born and immediately became one 
with Wacken Open Air.

In the meantime, Joe’s team has grown to 
over 70 Warriors. Most of them have nor-
mal jobs outside of Wacken; some design 
costumes for film and television or for ad-
vertising. “There are actually a lot of pri-
vate requests for us to create costumes,” 
Joe says. In addition, video game devel-
opers like Ubisoft are among the group’s 
clients.

In addition, the Wasteland Warriors make 
appearances in music videos, for example 
for German Hip-Hop star Bushido (in his 
video for “King Sonny Black”). Their lat-
est cameo, however, has been with Metal 

Whenever the Acker starts to look 
like a scene from “Mad Max”, the 
Wasteland Warriors are never far 
behind. With their battle armour, 
their apocalyptic cars, and their 
carefully crafted props these  
roleplayers conjure up a dystopia 
that enthralls Wacken’s interna-
tional audience. This year, they are 
celebrating their tenth anniversary.

“It all started with a movie night“

Wasteland Warriors founder Joe Neuvième.  PHOTO: TIMON MENGE
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Queen Doro Pesch. “Doro is incredibly lov-
able and working with her was fantastic,” 
Joe raves about the shoot. Doro is equally 
delighted to work with the group. “We’ve 
wanted to collaborate for a while, and this 
year it finally worked out,” the musician 
tells us. “They are featured in the video for 
my new song ‘Time 
For Justice’, so of 
course they were 
on stage during my 
show for that very 
song.”

A special moment 
for the group, as Joe 
explains after the 
show: “The show 
with Doro was fan-
tastic and it was an awesome experience 
being on stage with her in front of so many 
people. I’m also really looking forward to 
her jubilee show later this year, we’ll be 
part of that, as well!”

By the way: Festival visitors are often part of 
the Wasteland Warriors’ creative process. 
Every now and then they approach mem-

bers of the group and offer them, among 
other things, retired vehicles. Some of the 
cars the group has converted in the past 
have come from Wacken fans. Others they 
have bought and modified themselves. 
“Wacken is our huge playground. Here we 
are supported and can really let loose.“

Would the Waste-
land Warriors have 
become what they 
are now without 
Wacken Open Air? 
“Absolutely not,” Joe 
thinks. “If it hadn’t 
been for the chance 
meeting in Cologne 
back then, we’d 
probably still just be 

three or four friends who make cool clothes 
as a hobby.”

To celebrate their 10th anniversary, the 
Wacken organisers and the Wasteland 
Warriors have come up with something 
special. “We always party a lot, for example 
at our so-called Plushy Parties,” says Joe.“ 
At those, we wear plushy onesies and listen 

to music that has nothing to do with Met-
al. I objected to that, just for the record! We 
used to have these parties just for us, but 
it’s become an event. So this year, the party 
was open to the public for the first time.”

In the future, the group plans to organ-
ise more efficiently, because it’s growing 
all the time. But one thing is for sure: the 
Wasteland Warriors will definitely be back 
in Wacken 2024.

With Doro on stage. PHOTO:ICS

“It all started with a movie night“

“They are featured in  
the video for my new song 

‘Time For Justice’, so of 
course they were on  

stage during my show for 
that very song.”

DORO

The Waste-
land Warriors 

celebrating 
their apoca-
lyptical cars 

like Mad Max. 
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by Susanne Müller

I t takes a village… to 
beat the Harris’. Even 
though the football 

match between Iron Maiden 
and a selection of Wacken’s 
best players was supposed to 
remain a secret, a good por-

tion of the village’s residents 
turned up to support their 
own.

“We had a great game and a 
terri� c atmosphere in this 
small stadium,” Steve Harris 
praised the match after the � -
nal whistle. The bassist and 

founder of Iron Maiden is a 
passionate footballer himself, 
rarely misses a game of his own 
Maiden team, and played for 
more than 90 minutes at the 
Erich Koller Stadium in Wack-
en. In the end, Maiden won 
5-0, which prompted Harris to 
neatly summarise: “We won – 

it couldn’t have gone any bet-
ter.”

Meanwhile, Harris had no idea 
there would be serious talent in 
the rival team: Ansgar Brink-
mann (Eintracht Frankfurt), 
Richard Golz (Hamburger SV), 
and Thomas Helmer (68-fold 

Iron Maiden boss Steve Harris is known for his devotion to football. 
In order to get in a proper game, he travelled to Wacken a day early.

Maiden
Kick it like

Iron Maiden F.C.: The band‘s football crew won against a team of German locals and former pros.

Helmer vs. Harris: titans in 
their own rights

Goal-oriented: Peyton Parrish.



| 25W:O:A 2023 IRON MAIDEN GOES FOOTBALLW:O:A 2023

German international player) 
added some serious Bundesli-
ga experience to the opposing 
team. “They only told us after 
the fact. But Colin Hendry from 
our side used to play for Scot-
land, and my son almost went 
pro himself. We had a great 
roster ourselves.” Harris’s son 
George pulled all the strings 
during the 90-minute match, 
scoring as well as showing o�  
his technical � nesse.

The Wacken team, on the oth-
er hand, was assisted by social 
media star Peyton Parrish. For 
one half of the game, the inter-
im goalie impressed with some 
spectacular saves. 
“That was great,” Par-
rish beamed after. “It’s 
been a while since I’ve 
played at this level, but 
I felt right at home. We 
had a lot of fun.” The 
singer also sang his 
opponents’ praises: 
“Maiden have many 
technically versed 
players, they were 

powerful and well-prepared.”

Under the watchful eyes of 
Wacken organisers Thomas 
Jensen and Holger Hübner, no-
body sustained any injuries – 
thank goodness, because the 
Harris family still had to take 
the stage the next day; Steve 
with Iron Maiden and George 
with his band Raven Age. 
And W:O:A’s good vibes made 
George’s eyes in particular 
light up: “Metal fans are such 
passionate music fans. Despite 
the rain, all you see are smiling 
faces. They really relish it.” Just 
like father and son did their 
match.

A referee‘s best friend? Steve Harris in action. 
PHOTOS: SUSANNE MÜLLER

Quiet spectators: Holger Hübner and 
Thomas Jensen enjoy a moment of 
respite.

“That was great,” Par-
rish beamed after. “It’s 
been a while since I’ve 
played at this level, but 
I felt right at home. We 
had a lot of fun.” The 
singer also sang his 
opponents’ praises: 
“Maiden have many 
technically versed 
players, they were 

Almost went pro: 
George Harris was  

en route to start 
a career in pro 

football before he 
turned his eyes on 

music.
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5, 4, 3, 2, 1 … OOOUUUH! 
On Wednesday night, 

the loudest growl by 
a crowd ever made the 

ground below Wacken 
shake. Well done, because 
with this campaign W:O:A 
and Krombacher want to 
draw attention to the pro-
tection of biodiversity and 
their joint project „Growl-
ing Creatures“. 

„We are insanely happy 
about the new world record 

for Growling Creatures,“ re-
ports Krombacher senior PR 
manager Sarah Klappert. „ 

Ultimately, we achieved 110.3 
decibels. And with that, Metal fans raised 

their voices louder than ever for species con-
servation.“ With this result of more than 110 
decibels, expectations were actually exceeded. 
The world record would have been set at 100 
decibels. 

For the record to be valid, 
an ordinary growl was not 
enough. The lyrics were cru-
cial too. „In order to success-
fully set the record, the fans 
had to chant ‚Growling Crea-
tures’ in true Metal fashion,“ 
Klappert explains. The crowd 
was cheered on by Wacken 
co-founder Thomas Jensen 
and Saskia Thode, the face of 
Metal Yoga and Wacken 2023.

“Growling Creatures“ was in-
troduced by Wacken and Kro-
mbacher last year. In cooper-
ation with Pitchback Studios 
in Cologne, the partners re-
leased three songs for W:O:A 

2022, which don’t feature human Metal bands, 
but the voices of endangered native species. 

Check them out at www.growling-creatures.de. 
 
 //Timon Menge

With 110.3 decibels, the metal fans got louder  
than ever for the protection of species.

Well growled, 
Wacken!

Thomas Jensen, Saskia Thode, and 
judge Olaf Kuchenbecker from the 
German institute for records are 
cheering on the audience. 
PHOTOS: KROMBACHER/JUSTUS 
RUDOLPH

Thomas Jensen with the certificate 
documenting the record.
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W:O:A 2022
WACKEN FOUNDATION

Im Graben vor der Louder Stage war Olli der starke Mann, der Retter und Rauszieher. 22 Jahre hob er unzählige Wacken-Fans aus der Menge oder � ng sie beim Crowdsurfen kurz vor der Bühne auf. Doch jetzt braucht er selbst Hilfe, denn der Metalguard hat Leukämie. Kurz nach Ostern wurde die Erkrankung festgestellt. Nun braucht Olli dringend einen Tre� er in der Spenderkartei, damit er 2023 wieder mit von der Partie ist. 

Das Festival hilft der Deutschen Knochenmark-spenderdatei (DKMS) tatkräftig bei der Suche, denn Olli gehört zur großen Wacken-Familie. Die Kooperation mit der DKMS besteht allerdings schon viel länger: Seit neun Jahren unterstützt das W:O:A die Aktion bereits. „Bisher konnten exakt 66 Wackenfans eine zweite Lebenschance spenden“, verrät Simone Henrich von der DKMS. „Registriert haben sich sogar mehr als 10.000 Menschen. Die Metalheads von Wacken sind der Wahnsinn!“

Bestes Beispiel für eine erfolgreiche Wacken-Re-gistrierung ist Emy Bernhard. Seit vielen Jahren ist er zum einen „O�  cial W:O:A Blood Sponsor“, spendet also regelmäßig Blut. Zum anderen konn-te er 2016 einer jungen Serbin Stammzellen spen-den und so ihr Leben retten. „Ich habe immer noch Kontakt zu ihr! Vielleicht tre� en wir uns irgend-wann“, berichtet er begeistert. „Die Spende lief gut ab: Am letzten Tag hatte ich kurz Schmerzen, aber nichts im Vergleich zum Leben retten.“

In Wacken ist der Transsilvanier sonst übrigens in ganz professioneller Mission: Er unterstützt sein Land bei der Metal Battle, begleitet die Teilnehmer zum Festival. Seine Message an die Metalheads: „Rock this life! Sei ein DKMS-Spender!“

INFO 
Registrieren für die Knochenmark Spen-
derdatei geht auch nach dem Festival 
ganz einfach: Unter www.dkms.de/olli 
eintragen, Abstrich zuhause durchführen und Chance geben.

Das Camp der Wacken-Founda-
tion zog auch dieses Jahr viele 
Interessierte an. Kein Wunder, 
konnte man im Vergnügungs-
park der Hardcore-Hilfe doch 
nicht nur wunderbare Eh-
renamtler und ihre Projekte 
kennenlernen, sondern beim 
Spenden auch noch jede Menge 
Spaß haben. Das Beste: große 
Teile der dort gesammelten 
Spenden fl ießen direkt in die 
gemeinnützige Wacken Foun-
dation, deren Einnahmen die 
Rock- und Metal-Szene unter-
stützen. 

Wer nicht nur auf die Pauke 
hauen, sondern auch heftig die 
Double Base treten wollte, warf 
beim „Feet of Hell Contest“ 
drei Euro in den Pott und hatte 
60 Sekunden Zeit. Für Kids gabs 
sogar einen Platz im begehrten 
Wacken Musik Camp W:M:C zu 
gewinnen. 
Wer lieber Kaff ee mag und 
Metal liebt, kann die Wacken 
Foundation regelmäßig unter-
stützen. Das ganze Jahr lang ge-
hen 20 Cent von jeder Wacken-
Kaff ee-Dose an die Stiftung. 
Auch andere Hilfs- und Entwick-
lungsprojekte hatten natürlich 
Platz im Camp:  Julian, der Sohn 
von Edguy-Bassist Tobias Exxel 
hat aus 850 gespendeten Ru-
bik’s Cubes das aktuelle Album-
Cover auf 1,95 x 1,40 Meter und 
80 Kilo gebracht. Das Kunst-
werk des 11-Jährigen wird unter 
allen Spendern verlost. (noch 
bis 27.08.2022 , Mindestbetrag: 
10 Euro). Der Erlös kommt ge-
fl üchteten Menschen aus der 
Ukraine zugute. 

Mosaik aus Rubik-Cubes.  FOTO: ICS

Wacken gehört zu Olli, wie Olli zu Wacken.  FOTOS: DKMS

Der Metalguard ist auch bei 
den Fans extrem beliebt.

Metalguard

sucht 
Schutzengel

EIN VERGNÜGUNGS-
PARK DER 
HARDCORE-HILFE

Seit 22 Jahren gehört Olli aus 
Hessen zur großen Wacken-
Familie. Doch in diesem Jahr 
kann er nicht dabei sein, da er 
an Blutkrebs erkrankt ist
Von Victoria Scha� rath 

Metalguard

M etalguard needs guardian 
angel”: In last year’s Festi-
val Today, we introduced Olli 

from the German town of Geinsheim, who 
had been diagnosed with leukaemia. He 
found his guardian angel a mere two 
months later: Olli has found a stem cell 
donor and is now planning a return 
to Wacken.

“I’m still a little weaker than be-
fore, and we’re watching some blood 
markers here and there, but apart from 
that, I’m feeling great!” Olli says. The 
42-year-old had spent half his life sav-
ing crowd-surfing Metalheads in 
front of the Louder stage. He 
had even taken on the 
job of managing the 
Metalguards, mak-
ing Wacken even 
safer for all attend-
ees. But at the end of 
June last year, Olli 
was diagnosed with 
leukaemia – and 
while Metalheads 
were storming the 
Holy Ground, Olli’s 
search for a bone 
marrow donor was in 
full swing.

Luckily, this search was 
successful. A donor match 
was found in the global da-
tabase in August, and Olli re-
ceived his life-saving stem cell 
donation. Since then, he has 
been fighting his way back. “I 

still have to take it easy, eat healthily, move 
my body, and think positive thoughts,” he 

says. After the bone mar-
row donation, his body 

has to work hard on 
adapting to its new 

immune system. 
Because of this, 
he was deemed 
at high risk of in-

fection, and mas-
sive crowds were a 

no-no.

“All in all, I’m out of the woods,” the family 
man tells us. Although he’d very much like 
to meet his lifesaver, he can only officially 
contact them after two years have passed.

Until then, Olli gets to thank his family, 
who he says “helped a lot.” As did Melis-
sa Vogler, daughter of deceased Wacken 
executive producer Thomas Hess, and his 
partner Heidrun.

Since 2014, the Wacken team has been en-
couraging Metalfans to register with the 
German bone marrow donor database 
DKMS. More than 11,000 festivalgoers 
have registered so far, generating 73 do-
nations to patients from 22 countries. Last 
year, 1,300 people applied to save Olli.

Olli, meanwhile, completed re-entry into 
his old job in June. And while huge crowds 
and long festival nights are still not in the 
cards for him, he is sure: “In 2024, I’ll be 
back at Wacken.” His message to every-

one: “Don’t give up, and stay pos-
itive.”

To help others like Olli, 
register via dkms.de/
wacken.  // Susanne Müller

Metalguard Olli, who was diagnosed with leukaemia last year, has found a stem cell donor.

Guardian angel found!

Today and one year ago:  
Olli always looks positive-
ly into the future and has 
already achieved a lot with 
this attitude and thanks to 
donors and a committed 
environment.  
PHOTO: PRIVAT;  
FESTIVAL TODAY

NEEDLES ARE METAL, TOO!
W:O:A and bikers call for blood 
donations: All we need is blood!“ 
Powerwolf immortalised this 
quasi-slogan of blood banks 
everywhere in a Metal song. Now 
the Universitätsklinikum Ham-
burg-Eppendorf, the biker com-
munity “Independent Cruisers”, 
and the Wacken Foundation are 
calling for a big blood drive.

On Saturday, 26 August from 10 

am to 4 pm, blood can be donat-
ed as part of the “Bikers Blood 
for Help” event at UKE, Ost 38 in 
Hamburg. The event’s patron is 
Holger Hübner, who – together 
with Thomas Jensen – has been 
encouraging blood donations for 
years. That’s also why the two 
festival bosses launched a blood 
donation pass: “We have already 
been able to hand out 145,000 
passes. For that, we are grateful 

to our fans, and of course, we are 
also proud to be able to pass on 
this support.”

Music (by Van Steef) and lots of 
grilled sausages and drinks will be 
provided at BBFH in Hamburg, of 
course. And: Anyone who brings 
their W:O:A blood donation pass-
port and can present six stamps 
(Vollblut) will get a Wacken Foun-
dation T-shirt for free.
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The winning band Phantom 
Excaliver from Japan.   
PHOTOS: ICS

When Metal Battle organis-
er Sascha Jahn calls Sable 
Hills to the stage at 4:20 

p.m., some may already suspect that 
something was up. The Japanese band 
won the Metal Battle last year and is now 
tasked with helping Jahn announce this 
year’s winner. He shows them a piece of 
paper with the name of the band about 
to celebrate first place. Guitarist Takuya 
Mishima’s eyes widen as he exclaims: 
“Oh, okay!” Then he, fellow guitarist Rict 
Mishima, and Jahn pronounce the winner 
in unison: Phantom Excaliver from Japan! 
From that point forward, all hell breaks 
loose. 

Sable Hills and Jahn haven’t even finished 
their sentence when Phantom Excaliver 
singer Kacchang jumps up in excitement, 
begins cheering like his life depends on 
it – and then drops to the floor in an in-
stant. We kid you not: The lead singer is 
so enthralled by his band’s win, he loses 
consciousness. For a few seconds, he’s ly-
ing there while his bandmates try to wake 
him up. The second Kacchang regains 

consciousness, he resumes his cheering. 
Triumphantly he staggers towards the 
stage with his band in tow, tears gleam-
ing in all of their eyes. Once they step onto 
the stage and the audience cheers them 
on, the waterworks start. Singer Kac-
chang is completely overcome, as are his 
bandmates. It’s a sight for sore eyes.

“I’m so happy for them,” Phantom Ex-
caliver’s manager Masami Tsubaki tells 
us with tears streaming down his face 
in solidarity. “They rehearsed so much. 
They tried so hard. And the reward is that 
they won here. This is perfect.”

Sascha Jahn is equally thrilled by Japan‘s 
repeat victory. „I think it‘s really impres-
sive. The Metal scene there is multi-fac-
eted and healthy, which then naturally 
manifests in the Metal Battle. Phantom 
Excaliver really blew us away. But I would 
also like to thank all the other bands for 
taking part. The selection is extremely 
difficult and lengthy every year. It shows 
how much life there is in Metal and how 
high the quality in this genre still is.“

For the first time in over 15 years, 
a country managed to win the 
Wacken Metal Battle twice in a 
row. This year the winners from 
Japan are Phantom Excaliver.  
We interviewed the newly 
crowned winners and spoke to 
Metal Battle organiser Sascha 
Jahn about the difficult  
conditions in the run-up  
to the event.

Cheer ‘til  
you drop
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Initially, it wasn‘t clear whether the Met-
al Battle could take place this year. „The 
fact that we were able to organise the 
competition even under these difficult 
circumstances makes me really proud. 
It was a big challenge, but we all worked 
together, coordinated closely with the 
bands and found the best possible solu-
tion for everyone involved. Most of the 
participants were able to perform thanks 
to rescheduling. The others will play in 
the regular line-up next year.“ In Jahn‘s 
opinion, the fact that everything went 
so smoothly is down to one thing in par-
ticular: „What impressed me a lot was 
the solidarity among the participating 
bands. There was no ill will, everyone had 
tremendous patience and understand-
ing for the situation and for each oth-
er. Perhaps that only exists in the Metal 
community. It was certainly stressful for 
everyone, but together we made it work 
and were able to handle the situation.“ 
Hopefully, the weather demons will be 
kinder to the Metal Battle next year. May-
be Japan will manage a triple victory?  
 // Timon Menge

Cheer ‘til  
you drop

Aneuma from Spain landed in 2nd place.

0%Mercury from the Ukraine ended up in 3rd place.
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NERVOSA
SKINDRED

RAGE

LIKES METAL 
FROM ICELAND: 
Guðni Th. Jóhannesson, the 
president of the country of el-
ves and trolls, is visiting Wacken 
for the first time but has alrea-
dy been to many Metal concerts 
back home. That‘s why one of 
his favourite bands is from his 
homeland: „It‘s like choosing a 
favourite child, but I can tell you 
that Skálmöld are very close to 
my heart. Their music is fantas-
tic, and the same can be said 
of their lyrics. They combine 
the old Nordic cultural heritage 
with the present and are a great 
example of how to combine the 
old with the new.“
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WACKÖÖÖÖN 2024!!!

COUNT DOWN THE DAYS

check out free photographs, videos, and streams  
on the Magenta app via the QR code below:

PEYTON PARRISH

BROILERS

DORO

BEYOND THE BLACK



BE  PART  OF
THE  LEGEND

SIGN  UP  NOW:
WACKEN.COM




